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followed it often at very short intervals. Be that as it may,
the theory of the gradual evolution of man out of a long
series of inferior forms of animal life is now generally accepted,
though diversity of opinion still prevails as to the precise mode
in ^which the evolution has been brought about. It is this
conception of evolution which supplies a basis for the modern
science of anthropology.
On the physical side human anatomy had been studied
for centuries, and was, I take it, firmly established on its main
lines long- before the appearance of Darwin; the new idea
imported into the science was that the human body, like the
bodies of all animals, is not a finished product, a fixed type,
struck out by Nature or created by God at a blow, but that it
is rather a merely temporary effect, the result of a long process
of what resembles growth rather than construction or creation,
a growth which, we have no reason to suppose has been
arrested, tut is probably still going on and may cause our
descendants to differ as far from us as "we now differ from
our remotest ancestors in the scale of animated being. It is
only the slowness of the process that hides the movement
from our eyes and suggests the conclusion, so flattering to
human vanity,that Nature has reached her consummation in
us and can no farther go. An immediate result of the pro-
mulgation of the evolution theory was thus to give an im-
mense impulse to comparative anatomy; for it was now
recognized that man's bodily frame is not an isolated structure,
but that it is closely related to that of many of the other
animals, and that the one structure cannot be fully under-
stood without: the other. Not the least important branch of
what we may call the new anatomy was the science of embry-
ology, -which by a comparison of the human and animal em-
bryos was able to demonstrate their close resemblance for a
considerable period of their development, and thus to supply
a powerful argument in favour of the conclusion that man and
what he calls the lower animals have had a common origin,
and that for an incalculable time they prob ably p ursued nearly
parallel lines of evolution. In fact, embryology shows that
the very process of evolution, which we postulate for the past
history of our race, is summarily reproduced in the life-history
of every man and woman who is born into the world.